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3-Global Network of Science Academies (IAP)
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5 -The InterAcademy Medical Panel (IAMP)
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8-The Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA)

9 -Inter-Academy Council for Southeast Europe (IAC-SEE)

10-Council of the Presidents of National Academies of Sciences of the BSEC (Black Sea Economic Co-operation) Member States (CoPNAS)
11-Conference of Representatives of the National Academies of Sciences of the BSEC Member States

12- Intemational Social Sciences Council (ISSC)
13- Intemnational Union of Academies (IUA)
14- Euro-Mediterranean Academic Network
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Prof. Mohaghegh Damad's Lectures

Prof. Seyed Mostafa Mohaghegh Damad, Chairman of the
Department of Islamic Sciences of the Academy, presented
three lectures in the World Conference on Religions for
Peace held in New York on September 17-18.0n the first
day, Prof. Mohaghegh Damad delivered two lectures
entitled "The Role of Religions in Sustainable Development
and Environment" and "Common Benevolence: Religious
Beliefs and Freedom of Opinion".On the second day, he
gave a lecture titled "On Blaming the Sacred Air of
Superiority". Then he exchanged views with Sunni,
Christian, Jewish, Indian and Buddhist religious authorities.
During his visit to New York, Prof. Mohaghegh Damad met
with Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at his office.

Public Council Meeting

The Public Council Meeting of the Department of Engineering Sciences of the Academy was held
on September 23rd. The theme of the discussion was "Environment and Particulate Matters". The
attendees comprised Prof. Reza Davari Ardakni, President of the Academy, Prof. Mohammad
Shahedi, Vice President for Research in Applied and Pure Sciences of the Academy, Prof. Ali
Akbar Salehi, President, Atomic Energy Organization of Iran and Associate Member of the
Academy and over 50 fellows, associate members and invited scholars of the Department of
Engineering Sciences as well as the members of Think Tank of the Outstanding Engineers of the
Country.

At first, Prof. Mostafa Sohrabpour delivered a lecture on the "Phenomenon of the Particulate
Matters in the Region, Especially in Iran". Then, Dr. Ziaeddin Shoaei gave a report on the activities
of the Department of Environment of Iran to tackle the phenomenon of particulate matters. The
meeting was followed by the speech of Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekar, Iranian Vice-President and
Director, Department of the Environment of IR Iran, on "Government Policies in the Advancement
of Sustainable Development and Environmental Protection". Finally, Prof. Davari Ardakani, Prof.
Arefand Prof. Salehi awarded a Plaque of Appreciation to the lecturers.
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The development of health, safety and environment (HSE) course for petroleum upstream section/
M. A. Daneshfar, M. Arjmand and A. Ghadami Jadval Ghadam

The logic governing the selection of academic research (Case study of Sharif University of
Technology)/ S. Hassanzadeh, A. Moeini and A. Ali Ahmadi

An analysis on research and transferable skills development approaches in doctoral programs
frameworks in Europe/ P. Solati Asl, H. R. Sadegh Mohamdai and K. Solati Asl

Assessing the impact of organizational training on implementation of project management,
focusing on four areas (time management, cost management, project quality management, and
human resource management)/A. Khorasani, S. Safaei Movahed and R. Alipour

Enhancing the effectiveness of engineering education with a focus on the automotive industry,
holistic educational design/ M. Karami and A. Seylane

Future conferences in engineering education and English abstracts of the articles are among the
topics presented in this issue of the Journal.

New Publication

Prof. Reza Davari Ardakani's dissertation on "Historical Issues and the Power of Politics" is out.
This is an appendix to the 54th issue of the Academy’s Persian Newsletter. It contains three articles
and is focused on the state of science and its relation to culture, politics, ethics and philosophy. The
first article is titled “What Can Philosophy Do in the Technological World.” The second article is
on “Philosophy, Power and Politics”. And the last article is focused on the “Human Sciences and
Social Sciences”.

In this work, the author invites scientists of the country, primarily the academia, to contemplate on
the conditions, difficulties and obstacles to the development of science and society to provide the
basis for preparing a comprehensive and coordinated policy and initiative.

N
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A Seminar on the Challenges of Paper Production and Environment

The Department of Agricultural Sciences of the Academy held a one-day seminar on "Challenges
of Paper Production and Environment" on Wednesday, September 16. In this seminar, which was
chaired by Prof. Abbas Sharifi Tehrani, 11 lectures on paper and environment were delivered by
professors, experts of industry, and relevant authorities.



The Third National Conference

on Food Sciences and Industries

On Wednesday, September 9, the Third National Conference on
Food Sciences and Industries was held at Isfahan University of
Technology. The objective was to present the findings of
researchers, scholars, professionals and students and to offer
strategies for the promotion of the safety and quality of food
products and to exchange views and establish links between the
university and industry. The conference was organized and
sponsored with the cooperation of the departments of food
sciences and industries of state universities and by the support of
different organizations including the Academy of Sciences of IR
Iran. The total number of the received papers was 1000 and the
total number of the papers accepted for presentation was 200.

Prof. Bolourtchian’s Honoring Ceremony

On Tuesday, September 15, in an honoring ceremony, Prof. Seyed
Mohammad Bolourtchian was honored for his fifty years of
efforts and academic and administrative services. The audience
included Prof. Mohammad Farhadi, Minister of Science,
Research and Technology, and his deputies, Prof. Reza Davari
Ardakni, President of the Academy, some members of the
Academy, president and vice presidents of Chemistry and
Chemical Engineering Research Center of Iran and over 100 of
professors and students.

At the first part of the ceremony, the Central Library of the
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering Research Center of Iran
was opened in the name of Prof. Seyed Mohammad Bolourtchian.
In this event, Prof. Mohammad Reza Omidkhah, President,
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering Research Center of Iran,
Prof. Davari Ardakani, Prof. Farhadi and Prof. Bolourtchian
delivered speeches.

New Issue of the Iranian Journal of

Engineering Education is Out

The 66th issue of the Iranian Journal of Engineering Education
has been published by the Department of Engineering Sciences of
the Academy.

Articles included in this issue:

A survey on moral intelligence in Engineering College at the
University of Kashan/ M. Amini and H. Rahimi

Integrated curriculum as the today’s need of engineering education
(Creating the KNOW/DO/BE bridge)/ H. Motahrai-Nejad

IRANIAN JOURNAL OF

ENGINEERING EDUCATION
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Division of Geology’s New Publication

The Proceedings of the Seminar on the Past, Present and Future of Lake
Urmia, held on December 4, is published by the Division of Geology of
the Department of Basic Sciences of the Academy.

The Proceedings, edited by Prof. Mehdi Zare, contains the lecture of the
chairman of the Department in the opening session of the seminar, six
papers delivered by the members of the Academy and the seminar’s
roundtable discussions.The concluding part of the Proceedings is devoted
to The Summary and Conclusions of the Seminar written by Prof. Farid
Moore, Fellow of the Department of Basic Sciences of the Academy.

/.4/! e ]
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Joint Meetmg on the Future of PhllOSOphy in Iran and Japan
The joint meeting on the Future of Philosophy in Iran and Japan was held at the Academy on
Sunday, September 13. The attendees included Prof. Shin Nagai, Professor of philosophy at Toyo
University, Prof. Hisayoshi Miyamoto, Professor of philosophy at Toyo University, Dr. Toshio
Horiuchi, from Toyo University, Dr. Junichi Ono, lecturer at Toyo University, and a number of
Iranian philosophers and scholars including Prof. Ahmad Ahmadi, Prof. Gholam Reza Aavani,
Prof. Yousef Sobouti, Dr. Firahi, Dr. Ehsan Shariati, Dr. Bijan Abdolkarimi, Dr. Hassan Seyed Arab
and Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi.

In this meeting, Prof. Davari Ardakani welcomed the Japanese and Iranian guests and delivered a
short speech on the theme of the meeting. He also expressed his personal views about the future of
philosophy. The Japanese delegation, in turn, thanked the Academy for organizing the meeting and
hospitality. This was followed by two presentations of Prof. Hisayoshi Miyamoto and Dr. Junichi
Ono. Then, the participants posed some questions to the speakers and exchanged views with them.

New Appointments

Eight natural persons of the Scientific Council of the Center for Science and Technology Studies of
the Academy were appointed by separate written orders of the president of the Academy. The
appointees include Prof. Mohammad Akhavan, Prof. Abbas Shakeri, Prof. Mohammad Shahedi,
Prof. Mohammad Reza Shams Ardekani, Dr. Reza Maknoon, Prof. Mohammad Rahimian, Prof,
Parvin Pasalar and Dr. Abbas Manoochehri.The legal persons of the Scientific Council are the
rector of the Center and four chairmen of the Center’s study groups.



The Norwegian Delegation
Visit to the Academy

Dr. Kristian Berg Harpviken, the Director
of the Peace Research Institute Oslo
(PRIO) and REV. Trond Bakkevig visited
the Academy on Saturday, August 22 and
attended a meeting.

The audience comprised the president
and secretary of the Academy, chairman
and some fellows of the Department of
Islamic Sciences of the Academy and a
number of high ranking Iranian religious and academic scholars as well as cultural authorities.

At first, Prof. Mohaghegh Damad welcomed the guests. Then Prof. Davari Ardakani greeted the
Norwegian delegation and Iranian participants and delivered a short speech.

This was followed by short talks and exchange of views among participants on matters related to
dialogs among the followers of Abrahamic religions. Dr. Kristian Berg Harpviken, REV., Trond
Bakkevig and other authorities of PRIO and their Iranian counterparts were honored for their
invaluable scholarly pursuits during the past decade.

Finally, a number of attendees expressed their views about the nature and agenda of the upcoming
meetings.

The 112th Meeting
of the GA

The 112th meeting of the General
Assembly of the Academy was held
on Thursday, August 27. Prof. Reza
Davari Ardakani presided at the
meeting in which 41 Fellows out of
46 were present.

At first, Dr. Rasul Jafarian's
associate membership was approved for a four-year term by secret ballot. Then, the associate
memberships of three associate members were extended for a further four-year term.

Afterwards, Prof. Davari Ardakani delivered a speech on "The Academy of Sciences and planning
for the future of sciences of the country". In his speech, he emphasized on the necessity of
amending some articles of the Academy's constitution and establishing planning and futures
studies and interdisciplinary departments. The GA members expressed their views on this topic.
The Scientific Council of the Academy was assigned to create a committee in this connection in
order to present its proposal within 6 months.

The next part of the meeting was devoted to the hearing of a report presented by Eng. Safarinia,
Secretary of the Policy Making Council of the Mustafa Prize. Finally, a number of fellows made
contributions to the Investment and Endowed Properties Fund of the Prize.
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The Status of Research Projects of the Academy in Summer 2015
Accomplished Research Projects

W Status of futures studies in Iran and a number of selected countries, 2015

m Studies on the status of human sciences in Iran for future orientation, Part I, 2015

® Studies on the status of Islamic sciences in Iran for future orientation, PartI1, 2015

m Studies on the status of basic sciences in Iran for future orientation, Part I, 2015

m Studies on the status of veterinary sciences in Iran for future orientation, Part II, 2015

I Studies on the status of agricultural sciences in Iran for future orientation, PartI1, 2015

m Studies on the status of engineering sciences in Iran for future orientation, PartII, 2015

W Historical trend of medical sciences in the domain of Iran and Islam, Part IT, 2015

Research Projects in Progress

m Devising strategies and policies to attack zoonoses and paying attention to the new and recurring
diseases

i Studies on the problems of greenhouses and their products in Iran

m Designing the integrated management system for the sustainable development of the country

m Studies on and evaluation of the quality of scientific journals of agriculture and natural resources
m Studies on the structure of science with respect to historical, situational and cultural limitations
of science, research and technology in the country- Part I

W Integrating the reports received from project managers of studies on the status of science in Iran
for future orientation

® Environmental awareness, Part 11

B The history of Imamieh's Figh I11

M An analysis of the UN Millennium Project (years 2007, 2008 and 2009) and Kyoto Forum and its
compatibility with the situation in Iran

® Annual compiling of the book on The Status of Environment in Iran

m Explanation of the academies’ role in promoting future studies culture and the relevant policy
makings in top, educational and executive organizations of the country



country, its advancement and the obstacles to its progress without caring about the fact
whether its voice is heard or not. The Academy should be outspoken and assure itself that if its
words are instructive, they will not be ignored.

In this way, there is no need for a radical change in the organization of the Academy.
Guidelines and regulations should be compiled for implementing the duties of the Academy.
In these regulations, there is a chance for a number of the existing workgroups, particularly
the successful ones, to continue their work within the framework of committees and
interdisciplinary standing groups. These groups will not replace the existing departments of
the Academy rather they will provide incentive for the Departments to become more active.
On the other hand, the future of the Academy depends on the views of its members to some
extent. They can retain the existing condition. Some colleagues are busy studying for the
improvement of the organization of the Academy and its duties. There are still some others
who believe that the Academy should have a scientific club. These colleagues may have the
existing status of the French Academy of Sciences in mind. This academy used to be the
academy of great poets and writers. At the time when science in the Western Europe was
developing in an organic way and there was no need for planning science, these figures were
the cultural, literary and spiritual paragons in their countries. The old generation of our
universities can be paragons for science seeking youths of our nation. Nevertheless, science
of the country is in need of plan and planning. No other scientific center in the country seems
to have the prerequisites, scientific and practical means of the Academy for devising a plan
for science, research and education. Our professors are busy teaching and conducting
research separately at universities, faculties and educational departments. The Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology as well as the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical
Education are mainly supervisory or bureaucratic systems and their supervision of
universities is mostly bureaucratic and regulatory. The Ministry of Science has a center for
science policy in which studies have been carried out on science in its general sense and the
status of science. Particularly there are good data in that center for researchers to benefit from.
The activities of the Office of the Vice President for Science and Technology of IR Iran are
also noteworthy. Yet, the difference between the Academy of Sciences with those
organizations and centers lies in the fact that the latter are mainly bureaucratic and executive
systems. But, the Academy is a forum for a great number of the scientists of the country who
have a home named the Academy. There is no need to invite them to a meeting to give their
advisory views or to ask them to do something. They have choice in planning and work.
Whenever needed, they can attend the meetings of the standing and temporary groups and
exchange views. Whatever is the topic of their discussions, it will culminate in the discussion
about the existing plans for science, research and education. If those who are familiar with the
environment of schools, high schools and universities and have spent their lives in these
places take a phenomenological glance at the condition of education and research, they will
identify the existing situation of science, its performance and the way and direction in which
it should move on. It is on the basis of this recognition that the science plan of the country can
be devised and implemented.
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Ayatollah Khamenei
Issues the Sixth Development
Plan General Policies

The supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, issued to
Dr. Hassan Rouhani the Sixth Development Plan general
policies. These general policies have been devised on
triple basis: Resistance Economy, Pioneering in Science
and Technology, and Excellence in and Bolstering of
Culture.

The Sixth Development Plan general policies consists of
80 articles covering economy, IT and communications,
social affairs, defense and security, foreign policy, legal,
judiciary and cultural affairs, and science, technology
and innovation.

Hope for Future

Reza Davari Ardakani

My article about our academy and its future which was published in the recent edition of the
Newsletter has enjoyed a warm welcome by a number of my colleagues. There are also some
problems set forth and questions posed. The major question is whether the problem is in the
organization of the Academy. If the Constitution is so amended that the Academy would have
a suitable organization with respect to its duties, will there be a radical change in its activities
and will it play an important role in the advancement of science? The existing constitution
does not show the way and leaves this task to the Academy. Does the Academy know which
way to go through?

The Academy is responsible for presenting an exact report on the status of science in the
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